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1. December 1954 

MEMORANDUM FOR AMBASSADOR COLLINS 
Subject : Soc Trapg - Long My Trip 


1. Minister Minh stated he gave French language versions of the 
"confidence in the anny" speech of Diem and Vy's reply to President 
Diem during the trip. On the return flight from Soc Trsng this 
noon, the President told Minh that he s till wanted to solve the 
Phan-rang affair before making such a speech, and would see Minh re 
this in the afternoon. At 1715, Minh was still awaiting a from 
the President. 


2. Other than this major objective, the trip was a success. Diem 
saw unity between government-army-pe ople and congratulated the 
troops at both Long My and Soc Trang, with a response by General Vy. 
Diem visited a public school at Long My which was built gnd staffed 
by the army; the army was at work constructing another one adjacent 
to the first, and the President was favorably impressed. 

3. The trip also brought out the need for the "national action" 
program. For example, the public market at Long My opens at 0300 yv* 
the people asked the President for a generator so they oould have 
electric lights for this early morning work. They alBo asked for help 
in rebuilding temples, which the army re-opened. 

4* Col. Kim of Defense Ministry said he would be happy to maim 
all negatives of photos available to TJSIS. Was apologetic re inability 
to work with President's Press Bureau, stating again that he had been 
unable to raise anybody in this Bureau, 


5. Minh is most unhappy over President's insistence that Hoang's 
troops from Phan-rang be returned to Phan-rang instead of to the 
friendly area of Phan-thiet, General Vy had conceeded to President's 
desire not to punish the Phan-rang troops, but felt that these 
troops had actually mutinied Tinder military law ani sho u ld not be 
returned to their previous command without even a reprimand, which 
Diem is insisting Tipon, (Diem so stated to me on 29 Nov), Minh feepLs 
that if Diem insists upon this course, he will have to resign from 
the Ministry, Vy will have to be relieved, and probably General Ty 
will resign, Minh pleaded with Diem on the return today to be big 
about this, since he had won his fight with Hjn h ana now could get 
the loyalty of the army. 



Copies by messenger to : 
General O'Daniel 
Mr Stansbury 
Mr McCarthy 


EDWARD G LANSDAIE 
Colonel DSAF 

declassified 




